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|  INVITATION TO SPONSOR

This Symposium aims to provide a taster for the ICHG2023, since it was postponed by another year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. We are bringing together exceptional speakers for four sessions on topics that are highly relevant to human 
geneticists and these discussions will be picked up again at the main meeting in 2023.

The programme will run over four sessions and will cover the following topics:

• Data Sharing
• Genetic Editing
• Telomere to Telomere
• Polygenic Risk Scores

The first ISHG attracted over 1,200 geneticists from all over the world.  This year, we are hoping to expand this number.
The programme is structured to accommodate delegates from all time zones, with two sessions taking place in the 
morning and two sessions in the afternoon.  All content will be available for on demand viewing for 6 months.

The virtual conference platform provides excellent exposure for companies including advertising opportunities, one on 
one meetings with delegates, the opportunity to host presentations on your stand for up to 60 minutes, and the ability to 
collect delegate contact information.

Please contact our team to book your participation today.

Your sincerely,

Raj Ramesar    Charles Rotimi
Co-Chair    Co-Chair
ICHG 2023 LOC    ICHG 2023 LOC

The African Society of Human Genetics, and the Southern African Society for Human Genetics are very proud to be 
hosting the 14th International Congress of Human Genetics (ICHG 2023) in Cape Town, which has been postponed for a 
second time due to the Covid-19 pandemic and will now take place on 22 - 26 February 2023. 

We have decided to host a 2nd International Symposium of Human Genetics on 30 & 31 March 2022 as a taster leading 
up to the main congress in 2023. The 1st International Symposium of Human Genetics (ISHG 2021) took place on 9 & 10 
March 2021 after we decided to postpone the congress the first time.  

The ISHG 2021 was a huge success and attracted over 1,200 delegates from 87 countries world-wide. We are hoping to 
increase the attendance for ISHG 2022.

We have compiled an exciting programme of four hot topics which will be presented over the two days. All content will be 
available for on demand viewing for 6 months after the symposium. 

The ICHG is an initiative spearheaded by the International Federation of Human Genetics Societies (IFHGS) and is the only 
congress which is truly representative of Human Genetics on all continents. 

We have prepared a range of virtual sponsorship and exhibition opportunities to provide you with ample opportunities to 
engage with members of the Human Genetics community at an appropriate and meaningful level. 

We invite you to partner with us to host a memorable and impactful ISHG 2022! 

Warm Regards, 
Nadia Carstens 
Chair: Sponsorship and Exhibition Committee
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|  THE FOUR THEMES ARE:

1.  GENE EDITING

SESSION TITLE: Somatic and germline genome editing (successes and challenges, technical advances and current 
status)
 
The 2020 Nobel Prize for Chemistry was awarded for the discovery of CRISPR-Cas9 technology that revolutionized 
human genome editing. This session will bring together experts at the forefront of genome editing to share an overview 
of the latest updates and to provide insights into the potential impact of the technology. CRISPR technology has opened 
up powerful possibilities for disease diagnosis and alternate therapies, and this session will highlight successes and 
challenges including results on current clinical trials using CRISPR-based treatments. Technological advances to reduce 
off-target effects and optimize specificity and efficacy using base and prime editing approaches will be discussed. We will 
also explore the current status of clinical trials and the technical, regulatory and ethical challenges in bringing gene editing 
to mainstream clinical practice. Finally, we invite our global participants to weigh in on these areas of discussion in the 
Q&A session following the speakers’ presentations. 

2.  DATA SHARING

SESSION TITLE: FAIR and global genomic datasharing

In this session, we will hear from speakers about their experiences in several large datasharing consortia.  In the first talk, 
the speaker will lay out the “FAIR” (findable, accessible, interoperable and reusable) datasharing principles, providing a 
broad sense of the technical and logistical challenges that occur in doing international genomic datasharing.  Examples 
will include the need for data harmonization and challenges in doing so, ontology development, and Application 
Programming Interface (API) development There will be a brief summary of potential social, ethical and legal issues 
that arise in datasharing.  The second speaker will summarize different design choices that influence the logistics of 
datasharing, as well as the privacy implications.  This will be followed by presentations on Global Alliance for Genomics 
and Health (GA4GH) driver projects, demonstrating successes in datasharing approaches.  Overall, the talks will provide 
context that is useful for clinicians, researchers and those considering the ethical and regulatory issues. This session will 
provide a foundation for further discussion on privacy, consent and datasharing in the international community at the 

ICHG 2023 meeting.
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3.  POLYGENIC RISK SCORES

SESSION TITLE: Polygenic Risk Scores – from methodology to clinical application

The new era in genetic studies, brought forward by recent developments in microarray and sequencing technologies, 
enabled an exponential growth of studies for human phenotypes from diverse ethnicities and populations. In the past 
decade, genome-wide association studies described contribution of genetic variability to whole range of human diseases 
and have led to active methodological development and implementations of polygenic risk scores (PRSs) for prediction 
of a wide range of conditions with heritable component.  What is obvious however is that the PRS methodologies are 
not easily transferable between populations and ethnicities, especially those less well represented in large-scale genome 
studies.  

An international meeting, such as the ISHG, provides an opportunity to engage with this topic and understand the progress 
made in development of PRS to be applicable to variety of populations, while also engaging with the application of PRS to 

a wider range of clinical applications.

4.  TELOMERE TO TELOMERE

SESSION TITLE: The human genome: finally complete

The first draft sequence of the human genome was published in 2001. Although covering the entire human genome 
and nearly all known genes, it was not truly ‘complete’ and had many gaps, sequences for which the orientation was 
not known and sequences which could not yet be positioned precisely. In the years to follow, new genome builds were 
released, gradually making the genome more complete. In December 2013 development stopped with the current genome 
build GRCh38/hg38. Since then it has been repeatedly ‘patched’, but it still missed some 5 to 10% of the genome. New 
technologies were required to solve the remaining problems, mainly caused by large segmental duplications and highly 
repetitive sequences (telomeres, centromeres, ribosomal DNA genes). 

Using Pacific Biosciences and Oxford Nanopore long-read single molecule sequencing technologies, and BioNanoGenomics 
optical mapping, the Telomere-to-Telomere (T2T) consortium recently reported having completed the genome, publishing 
“The complete sequence of a human genome”(Nurk et al. (2021), bioRxiv, doi.org/10.1101/2021.05.26.445798). In this 
session we will hear how the T2T consortium was able to get the job done, see which hidden secrets the complete genome 
revealed, and learn about the advantages of using a complete human genome as a reference sequence in diagnostic 
applications (WES/WGS).

|  COMPANIES WHO WILL BENEFIT FROM PARTICIPATING

Laboratory diagnostics Manufacturers & suppliers of gene therapies

Laboratory suppliers Publishers

Data analytics Educational institutions

Computer equipment suppliers Stem cell treatment and storage
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|  VIRTUAL PARTICIPATION PACKAGES

Diamond Platinum Gold Silver Bronze

Price (Incl. VAT) 
R95 000-00 R 65 000-00 R40,000-00 R25,000-00 R12,500-00 

(US$6,500) (US$4,500) (US$2,400) (US$1,300) (US$860) 

Number Available 2 4 6 Unlimited Unlimited 

Pre-Conference Exposure

Acknowledgement of participation 
in all marketing material distributed 
prior to the conference in all emailers 
sent via the mailing list

o o O

Logo on conference website with 
URL link and company description 200 words 150 words 100 words 80 words 50 words

Video on conference website
(to be 

supplied by 
sponsor) 

(to be 
supplied by 

sponsor) 

Banner advert on conference website Home page Symposium 
page RSVP page 

Social media exposure 

Video or 
podcast 
and 1 x 

advert (to be 
supplied by 

sponsor)

Video or 
podcast and 

1 x advert 
(to be 

supplied by 
sponsor)

1 x advert, 1 
x mention

1 x advert, 1 
x mention 1 x mention

At Conference Exposure

Featured in welcome video to be 
played at the conference while 
delegates wait for the sessions 
to start (video to be supplied by 
sponsor)

o

Exhibition / Display in the Trade 
Corner of Virtual Platform o o o o

Video loaded onto virtual exhibition 
stand o o o o

Opportunity to host a product 
presentation on your stand o o

Banner advert on virtual platform 
timeline (home page) o o o o o

Acknowledgement in “Thank You to 
our Sponsors” digital ad, which will be 
displayed on the virtual platform 

o o

Opportunity for custom-designed 
exhibition stand (design to be 
supplied)

o

Downloadable brochure in resource 
centre for delegates to access o o o
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Post Conference Exposure 

Copy of attendee database 
(where permission is granted) o o o o o

Exposure for 10 months after 
the conference on the virtual 
conference platform – full 
programme will be available 
for on demand viewing to 
registered delegates

o o o o o

Post conference exposure on 
the ICHG 2023 website until 
June 2022

o o o o o
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Primary Participation Opportunities

Option Benefits

Virtual 
Conference
Platform

Cost
R 45,000-00
(US$3,100)

1x available

• Company write up (200-words), logo and URL link on conference website, and 
   virtual exhibition of the virtual conference platform
• Video on conference website (February 2022 Symposium page) (to be 
   supplied by the sponsor):  2 – 3 minutes in duration
• Acknowledgement (logo displayed) in the main lobby of the virtual conference 
  platform and in the meeting hub
• Virtual exhibition stand including one on one video meetings, loading video 
  and brochures, opportunity to host presentations on your stand
• “Live time” to interact with attendees in virtual exhibition
• Unlimited video footage may be uploaded to your virtual exhibition stand 
• Brochures to be uploaded to your virtual exhibition stand
• A list of FAQ can be added to your virtual exhibition stand
• Digital Advert to be displayed during the session
• Logo featured in a ‘Thank You to our Sponsors’ digital advert which will be 
  displayed on the virtual platform
• Analytics – list of everyone who accessed the virtual platform (where 
  permission is granted)
• Opportunity to post a live poll or include a question on the session survey to 
  receive attendees’ opinions / feedback.

Social Media
Partner
(Social media will 
be used to engage 
with delegates 
before, during and 
after conference 
and sessions.)

Cost
R 15 000-00
(US$1,035)

1x Available

• Gain exposure across all ICHG 2023 social media channels; 
• Engage with the audience through regular social media posts (during the lead 
  up to the conference)
• 1 post a week prior to the symposium on ICHG 2023 social media channels 
  (content to be provided)
• Feature your company logo on the official cover picture of the ICHG 2023 \
  Conference social media pages (until 31 March 2022)
• Company write up (50-words), Logo and URL link on ICHG 2023 website,  
• Virtual exhibition stand on the virtual conference platform – includes the 
  option to upload video content, brochures and FAQ.

Banner loop
advert 
(on main
timeline)

R10,000-00
(US$690)

(4 available)

• Banner to appear in the main conference lobby in a loop with other sponsor 
  banners (banner to be supplied by the sponsor in JPG format)
• Engage with the audience through 2 x social media posts (during the lead up 
  to the conference) and 1 x social media post during the ISHG 2022

Welcome Video Cost
R10,000-00 
per day
(US$690)

2 x Available

• 2 min video highlighting a product / service or information 
• Analytics – list of everyone who viewed the video (where permission has been 
  granted)
• One company per day
• Video to run during the conference session on the selected day
• Acknowledgement on the ICHG 2023 confirmed sponsors page of the 
  website – including a 30 word company description and URL link.

Session Survey 
or
Poll Sponsor

Cost
R5 000-00
(US$315)

• Company write up (50-words), logo and URL link, on conference website
• 1 x Live Poll / Session Survey (content to be provided)
• Analytics – poll results to be supplied in Excel format after the conference

Key Note Speaker
Sponsor

Cost
R15 000-00
(US$940)

8 x available

• Acknowledgement of sponsorship of speaker
• Sponsor logo to appear on programme
• Sponsor acknowledgement / logo to appear on speaker biography on    
  conference website and virtual conference platform
• Sponsor logo on presentation title slide
• Sponsor video clip before presentation
• Video to be placed on conference website
• Acknowledgement on social media (1 x post)
• Company write up (50-words), logo and URL link on Conference website and 
  on virtual conference platform under sponsors page
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Content-Driven Sponsorship Opportunities

Option Benefits

Session Survey 
or
Poll Sponsor

Cost
R 5 000-00
(US$345)

• Company write up (50-words), logo and URL link, on conference website
• 1 x Live Poll / Session Survey (content to be provided)
• Analytics – poll results to be supplied in Excel format after the conference.

Key Note Speaker
Sponsor

Cost
R 15 000-00
(US$940)

8 x available

• Acknowledgement as a speaker sponsor on a banner in the main auditorium
• Sponsor logo to appear on programme
• Sponsor acknowledgement / logo to appear on speaker biography on 
  conference website and mobile app and virtual conference platform
• Sponsor logo on presentation title slide
• Sponsor video clip before presentation
• Video to be placed on conference website
• Acknowledgement on social media (1 x post)
• Company write up (50-words), logo and URL link on Conference website and        
  on mobile app under sponsors page

Exhibition Stand 
Only

Cost
R9,500-00
(US$655)

Unlimited 
available

• Standard exhibition stand
• Company brochures available for download on stand
• Company video on stand
• One on one video meetings with delegates
• Ability to host presentations on stand
• Frequently Asked Questions on stand
• Information accessible to on demand attendees

|  DID YOU KNOW? 

As a virtual sponsor you can: 

EASILY TARGET KEY DELEGATES 
Use the meeting hub to filter the delegates and send connection requests to them in advance 

PRE-SCHEDULE MEETINGS 
Meet “face to face” in your virtual meeting space on your stand 

BE FLEXIBLE 
Hold meetings even when the exhibition is closed 

STAY IN TOUCH 
Interact with delegates months after the symposium is over by setting up lead retrieval on your stand 

PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT OR SERVICE 
Set up a live virtual product demo slot on your stand 

GATHER VALUABLE FEEDBACK 
Create a survey or poll to hear your target market’s opinions 

COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY 
Targeted alerts can be scheduled through the congress organisers and posted on the virtual conference platform

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
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|  TERMS & CONDITIONS

1. 100% payable on confirmation.

2. All prices include South African VAT @ 15%.

3. Selection of sponsorship is on a first-come, first-served basis.

4. An invoice and contract will be sent within 3 working days after receipt of the booking form.

5. The LOC reserves the right to decline a sponsorship booking.

6. Sponsorship is only confirmed on receipt of the signed contract and payment in full.

7. Return on investment will be effected once a signed contract and full payment is received.

8. Return on investment can only be effected once the required elements have been received from the sponsor (e.g. 

 logos, company write-ups, advertisements, etc.)

9. All sponsorship contracts are final and cannot be retracted.

10. The law of South Africa governs this contract.

11. The LOC reserves the right to change the rules and regulations governing sponsorship at its discretion.

12. Cancellation policy:

a. All cancellations must be received by the conference secretariat in writing by email to:  caro@soafrica.com.

b. Cancellations received will be liable for the full amount payable should a signed contract be in place.

To book, contact Nomthandazo Buthelezi at nomthandazo@soafrica.com 


